Thank You

Thank you to Sydney Juniors and the Clubs for their
continued support of referees and for increasing your

contribution to the match fees of referees from $S25 /
match to $32.50 / match



2023 National Participation Survey

Most Alarming Statistic

50% of Match Officials experienced racism,

bullying, harassment, discrimination or anti-social
behaviour

Comment of Note
30% of parents think foul play is an issue



=

Perspective Changes Everything

Perspective is a way of thinking about and understanding something



Introduction of Tony Fisher

Life Member of Wahroonga Rugby Club
Life Member of Sydney Juniors
Life Member of New South Wales Juniors

Committee Member of Sydney North Rugby Referees responsible for Education,
Recruitment, Retention and Welfare

Kentwell Cup refereeing debut in 2023 at the age of 63
Sydney North Rugby Referees 2023 Senior Referee of the Year
Refereed more than 200 minis and junior games

Refereed more than 250 senior games for New South Wales Rugby Referees



Forward Pass Video

https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxwES8iS-
NGdXnIIDD7YUmgZOPHkHgWSXTt?si=EnUYxcebglryJCzD



https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxwE8iS-NGdXnIlDD7YUmqZOPHkHgWSXTt?si=EnUYxcebglryJCzD
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxwE8iS-NGdXnIlDD7YUmqZOPHkHgWSXTt?si=EnUYxcebglryJCzD

Forward Pass Video

WWW.IRB.COM/TOTALRLUGEY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=box08Iqg9ylg

This is the full video clip from World Rugby on the Forward Pass


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=box08lq9ylg

2023 World Cup Final

Who believes that the decision to issue Sam Cane a
Red Card in the 2023 World Cup Final was wrong?



2023 World Cup Final

Who believes that player safety is paramount?



“L@JB

Perspective Changes Everything

From a Referees perspective the Red Card decision was 100% correct as player safety is
paramount

If coaches ensure that their players have good tackle technique then you take the
referee out of the game



2023 World Cup Final

Watch the tackle by New Zealand’s No. 5 Scott Barrett on
South Africa’s No. 15 Damian Willemse

Watch the actions of Ardie Savea after he was penalised
for not releasing at the tackle and then listen to what
Wayne Barnes says after he watches a replay of the
tackle on the big screen.

(Please ignore the Stan Sport commentary!)



2023 World Cup Final

Either 17 m 30s to 18m 30s of game time clock
or 1h 26m 00s to 1h 27m Os of telecast time



2023 World Cup Final

In senior rugby Wayne Barnes decision regarding the high tackle
was 100% correct

Wayne Barnes decision regarding Ardie Savea not releasing the

tackled p

ayer was 100% wrong

Even the best referees in the world make a mistake and Wayne

Barnes ac

mitted his mistake

Referees should admit their mistakes

Ardie Savea’s actions were fantastic in that he accepted the
decision without complaint

Referees would love more Captains like Ardie Savea and Richie

McCaw!



2023 World Cup Final

South Africa New Zealand
Successes / (Attempts) Successes / (Attempts)
0/(0) 0/(1)

Penalties 4 /(4) 2 /(3)
Total 4 /(4) 2 /(4)
Success Rate 100% 50%

Results in previous world cups show goal kicks wins matches

Handre Pollard was not initially selected for South Africa but replaced Malcolm Marx, a
hooker, who was injured during the World Cup. A five eight replacing a hooker!

In the 2023 World Cup Final Pollard kicked 4 penalties from 4 attempts

If New Zealand would have won the 2024 World Cup if they kicked the conversion or kicked
the third penalty goal



2023 World Cup

Commend that you watch Whistleblowers on World Rugby’s
Rugbypass TV (it is free)

It tells a great story of the highs and lows of life of the
referees at the World Cup. Itis powerful, engaging and
emotional.

In the aftermath of the World Cup Final Tom Foley (TMO)
stepped back from international rugby having received a

“torrent of abuse”

World Rugby is the first international sporting organisation
to successfully prosecute individuals (including at least one
Australian) for online hate directed towards match officials

following the World Cup Final



My Whistleblower Weekend

Saturday: Kings v Newington
Sunday: Wahroonga v St Ives



Aussie Women at 2024 HSBC /s in Perth

On the Friday Teagan Levi was suspended for a high tackle
On the Saturday Madi Levi was suspended for a high tackle

Coach Tim Walsh’s response:
“Evidence suggests yes [it is a problem]”
“I mean it’s the laws of the game and it’s for the welfare and
safety of the players”
More work is needed on discipline and technique

[Page 40 The Sun Herald Sunday 28 January 2024]

Isn’t this the way we want every coach to respond to a Red Card?



=

Perspective Changes Everything

Perspective is a way of thinking about and understanding something



Referees are not 10 Foot Tall and Bullet Proof
but we are Resilient

12 October 2023 1 February 2024
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